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Empowering UNI Changemakers 
 

Learning about sustainability can be intimidating, especially in a time where there are two very 
divided sides when it comes to environmental health. Our social media and the web is saturated with 
alarming headlines to get our attention and make us take action. Though this can be helpful for quick 
support, viewing such negative environmental content repeatedly can be very overwhelming and 
demoralizing. I’ve noticed that it makes me feel worse to read this content and educate myself than to 
avoid news all together. But this leads people to be uninformed, and progress to be impossible. 
 

One of my biggest takeaways from this class was that in order to create positive change, we need 
to communicate effectively to build group influence. Future generations will not get to enjoy our Earth as 
we do if we continue to argue with each other, exploit our resources, drown ourselves in negativity, and 
act selfishly. Our civilization thrives by connecting with each other, supporting those in need, using our 
resources consciously, and giving back to the Earth.  
 

My goal for the Panther Ovation project was to share the positive side of environmental health 
and sustainability, while practicing my skills in digital advertising and design. I created two types of 
newsletters that vary in their content, but follow the same goal of providing engaging and informative 
content that is easily digestible in hope to empower and unify students to become local changemakers. 
One of the newsletters will be an ongoing project for the Panther Efficiency and Sustainability Team and 
the other is a short-term personal project that will be transformed into a blog with the content in the 
future.  
 

Panther Efficiency and Sustainability Newsletter 
Mission: Create a UNI community dedicated to helping our campus and Cedar Falls become more vibrant 
and resilient by informing others on PEST initiatives and sharing local environmental news.  
Primary Content:  

●​ PEST projects that promote environmental responsibility and resource efficiency 
●​ Positive local industry news 
●​ External opportunities to support the Cedar Valley community 

Tone/Voice:  
●​ Inclusive: Use language that welcomes diverse perspectives and backgrounds. 
●​ Energetic and lighthearted: Use authenticity, optimism, enthusiasm to engage others and make 

heavy subjects more approachable. 
●​ Informative: Share accurate, accessible information about sustainability and efficiency topics. 

Themes:  
●​ Educational development is necessary to create change and a resilient community. 
●​ Conserving resources on a local level leads to big change. 
●​ Sustainability is a combined effort that takes all perspectives. 
●​ Support, influence, and innovation come from a strong community. 
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     PEST Newsletter #2 (In progress) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

WildWorld Newsletter 
Mission: Provide resources for students to learn about environmental health and sustainability, take 
action, and deepen their appreciation for nature through interactive and engaging content.  
Primary Content:  

●​ Positive industry news (global and local) 
●​ Plant quizzes and games  
●​ Job board with unique “green” internships and fellowships 
●​ Educational podcast or video 

Tone/Voice:  
-​ Inclusive: Use language that is digestible and simple to cater to different levels of environmental 

knowledge. 
-​ Informative: Share accurate content from credible sources. 
-​ Empowering: Use enthusiasm and passion to inspire action. 

Themes:  
●​ We can take care of the Earth just as it takes care of us. 
●​ We all have the power to create positive change, we just need the will to act. 
●​ All species are interconnected and depend on each other for survival. 
●​ In order to create positive environmental change, we first need to learn about and connect with 

our Earth. 
WildWorld Newsletter #1 

 

 


