“Linking Iowa’s Geological Past to the Present”

Summer 2002 Project
Developed by Margaret A. Hogan

Description of project:
My project will use specimens collected during the week to encourage my eighth grade earth

science students to appreciate lowa’s diverse geological past and the importance of geology in
their present day lives.

Objectives/goals of project:

Students will be able to identify eolian sand, limestone, and Hexagonaria colonial cora] (or
possibly other sediments, rocks, and fossils found in Iowa) .

Students will be able to describe how the above specimens were deposited in Iowa and where the
specimens may be found in lIowa today.

Students will be able to explain the present day importance of the specimens to Iowans,

Implementation statement:

The project will be used to relate the Geological Time Table to Towa’s geological history and to
relate different types of geological specimens to rocks and sediments found in Jowa today.
(Students will have previously studied the Geological Time Table and will have learned the three
basic types of rocks along with examples of each type.)

Evaluation component:

identify the samples of eolian sand, limestone, and Hexagonaria colonial cora] (or possibly other
fossils, rocks, and sediments found in lIowa) for the teacher.

Materials Needed: Copies of attached handouts; samples of eolian sand, limestone, and
Hexagonaria colonial coral (or possibly other fossils, rocks, and sediments found in Iowa); and

reference book: Iowa’s Geological Past, Three Billion Years of Change by Wayne I, Anderson.
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