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• "A land ethic ... Reflects the 
existence of an ecological 
conscience, and this in turn 
reflects a conviction of 
individual responsibility for 
the health of the land. 
Health is the capacity of the 
land for self-renewal. 
Conservation is our effort to 
understand and preserve 
this capacity."



• Destruction of the soil is the 
most fundamental kind of 
economic loss which the 
human race can suffer.  With 
enough time and money, a 
neglected farm can be put 
back on its feet—if the soil is 
there.  By expensive replanting 
and with a generation or two 
of waiting, a ruined forest can 
again be made productive – if 
the soil is there…But if the soil 
is gone, the loss is absolute 
and irrevocable. 
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