
Iowa’s Devonian
Geological Resources of Iowa 

University of Northern Iowa &
The Iowa Limestone Producers Association 



Devonian – A Marine Extravaganza 

• 13 formations. 
• Economically valuable resources

• road and concrete aggregate from eastern Iowa
• Gypsum mined southeastern and north-central Iowa (Portland 

Cement)
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Devonian – A Marine Extravaganza 

• An important aquifer/water source for eastern and north-
central Iowa. 

• Formations contain significant and well preserved fossils
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Little Cedar Fm. 



Coralville Fm. 



Lithograph City 
Formation

• An extremely fine grained / pure 
limestone

• Used for Lithography in the early 
1900. Lithography City – Floyd-
Mitchell county line

• Quarried extensively for road and 
concrete aggregate as well as 
Portland Cement 



Shell Rock Fm. 



Devonian Life - biostromes



Devonian Life



Devonian Life – via the Devonian Fossil Gorge 
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